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David Cohen

ne of the things I've come to grips with over along

time testing motorcycles s they inevitably get better.

There’s been the occasional retrograde model,

but overall, as automotive technology evolves,

engine performance, EF] mapping, suspension

components, rider safety enhancements, tyres, etc — all

have improved over the 24 years I've been moto-noting and
pontificating about these marvellous machines.

And it’s all relative of course, horses for courses et al, but
as a standard, showroom-stock machine, the Indian Pursuit
112 could well be the best touring motorcycle I've ridden.

There’s certainly an argument that old-school bikes with
basic equipment and inclusions still have plenty of enjoyment
to offer — more can indeed be less too.

Particularly when talking about a bike that weighs 425kg
(wet) and costs over $50,000.

But in terms of design and fitness for purpose, particularly
when comparing modern, high-tech touring marvels — the
Pursuit is a standout.

It’'s remarkably comfortable, performs very strongly,
handles beautifully, has excellent brakes and a very
long list of standard features and inclusions.
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Dave’s two cents... |

o Comfort
 Performance
® [nclusions

* No adjustment on the
clutch lever

* Top box rack fasteners
® Feet-down bulk

-




In Australian specification (E10 fuel), Indian
cdaimsamaximum of 122 horsepower and 181.4Nm
of torque, with peak torque arriving at 3800rpm.

The oversquare dimensions allow it to rev
freely, but it hasn’t sacrificed the broad, muscular
grunt expected of an engine this size. It’s smooth,
responsive and deceptively quick, with effortless
roll-on performance and plenty of hurry-up when
you do ask it to get up and go.

HANDLING

One of the remarkable things about the Pursuit
is how well it carries its size and weight.

With the fairing, top box, electric windscreen
motor and other components mounted high on
the bike, it’s quite a lump to negotiate during
low-speed, feet-down manoeuvres. It really is big
effort top-heavy at or near standstill.

There were several times during the test when
I did a feet-down U-turn on a gravel verge and
wondered, ‘What am I doing here?’ as I inched
around a 180.

It’s exacerbated by the frame-mounted fairing
and the way it doesn’t turn with the forks and
bars. That’s something I got used to pretty quickly
—but at first ...

Once you're moving, however, it’s remarkab
well-mannered. There’s no top-heavine
when under way. Most impressive
It becomes quite nimb

required when approaching a corner either — you
simply tip or drop it in. Effortless.

It remains impressively stable and sure-footed,
even over Queensland-rough tarmac, it holds
its line beautifully and won’t change direction
unless you tell it to.

When you do tell it to change lines mid-corner
— usually to avoid the many potholes installed by
the wet season - it responds confidently.

On one reasonably tight right-hander on a test
run through the Northern Gold Coast cane fields,
I encountered a mulch truck coming the other
way and running fairly wide.

Allit took was a quick flick to move the Pursuit
towards the centre of my lane, and it did so with
absolute ease. A joy in fact.

CHASSIS

The Pursuit is built around a cast-aluminium
frame with a 25-degree rake, 150mm
trail and a 1668mm wheelbase. They’
substantial numbers for a substanti
motorcycle, but the chassi
the bike’s mass deightf
Front
inver

| Dave’s two cents. .. .

e |'d probably get
the red one
® A liner for that lid

The preload can be adjusted through the Ride
Command system to suit a solo rider, pillion or
pillion and luggage, and can then be fine-tuned
— all without having to reach for the toolbox.
Just a press of the on-screen button.

The stoppers are Brembo twin 320mm semi-
floating rotors and four-piston callipers up front,
backed by a 298mm floating rear rotor.

The setup has plenty of power, feel and control.
Two-finger operation is all it need
linked system, whict

BY THE NUMBERS

As noted, it’s a very large bit of kit at 2578mm
long, 1066mm wide and 1237mm high, but the
low 672mm seat helps make it manageable for
shorter inseams too.

Indian claims 31 degrees of lean angle, which
is about standard for a full-dress tourer. I scraped
it once over the course of the test - crossing the
Burringbar R
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As always, speed, load, wind and wrist enthu-
siasm will have their say. The range counter usually
displayed around 380km when I topped it up.

THE GOODIES

As you'd expect at this price point, the Pursuit
includes an extensive list of standard equipment.

There’s keyless ignition, remote-locking
panniers and top box, a power-adjustable wind-
screen, adjustable fairing vents, heated grips and
seats, tyre-pressure monitoring and a USB
charging point in the top box.

The passenger is well looked after too, . ﬁ

with a heated saddle and (manually) ?“ _
adjustable footboards.

Storage capacity is a very useful 136-plus
litres across the hard panniers, top box and fairing
compartments.

One of the few gripes I do have is the top box has
been fitted with a luggage rack and the hex-bolt
fasteners on the underside of the lid are exposed
— and they damaged my helmet when I stowed
it during a lunch stop. It’s one of those things
you only do once, but it needs lining or a cover.

Full LED lighting is standard, along with a

four-speaker, 200-watt audio system — two
speakers in the fairing and another two in the
top box.

It’sagood sound system, but I prefer a headset
orin-helmet sounds and there is a convenientjack
plug located on the fairing lower or Bluetooth
connection — which proved reliable throughout.

Indian’s seven-inch Ride Command display

ABOVE: Dolore feum diamet ilit prat
nim incipsumsa. Uciament molorem
tolor a erumet lab ilitemo quam
sitatur ionsenet quossi ut que niam
quatus nam.

0K, I'm 70 next month, the age most riders soften
up and start downsizing. And here | am peddling
around on last year's King of the Baggers winner,
Injun’s contender for most comfortable armchair

on the highway.
Heavy? Yep, it's 70 plus kilogirls heavier — about

the wife and her clobber — than the first armchair |

ever tested, Harley's Ultra Glide Classic (350kg)
back in 1988. A few months later | tested the first
six-cylinder Gold Wing which weighed in at 390kg,
about the same as the last Lecky Glide | rode a
couple of years ago. All those bikes were about the
same overall length as this Indian.

So, with new knees after 40 years of abuse, is
the Pursuit Dark Horse too heavy? Here’s the weird
thing, once rolling it's not even noticeable. Sure,
kicking the sidestand on dodgy gravel had me
concentrating but you'd get used to it. Why?
Because it’s so beautifully balanced once rolling,
the whole top-heavy fall-over thing gets forgotten
in a blanket of comfort and safety features that'll
only see that stand going down for more fuel.

There’s no boredom here though, no chance of it!
The suspension might soak up the bumps but it's
stiff enough to beat the odd sports bike into
submission with a bit of attitude. And the power,
hell, relentless is the word I'd use. Like speed
camera on the highway there’s always more than
you need. Suck up the guts, twist and go!

Dave will outline the tech, mostly because | only
got as far as playing with the adjustable screen.
Mind you, with all the features they've packed in to

provides GPS navigation, Apple CarPlay, configur-
able gauges and ride data.
It’s evolved into an excellent system now.
The brightness-adjustable screen sits under
conventional analogue speedometer and tacho
dials with LCD displays inset, so the information
displayed is comprehensive — and occasionally
duplicated - depending on the many display
customisation options, and customisable widget
placements, but the layout is Indian’s best yet.
Colour choices are Black Smoke, Maroon Metallic
and Ghost White Metallic with Black Metallic.
The matte Black Smoke finish worked for
me - although it does show every speck of dust
and bug splatter. Fortunately, a quick wipe with
a damp microfibre cloth and it’s all good. Easy.

CONCLUSIONS

Every time I rode the Pursuit I arrived home
wanting more.

A lot more, no matter how far I rode it — and
that’s the acid test for any touring rig.

It has so many little touches throughout that
make it a joy to live with.

There is a light in the top box lid, the lane-
change and tailgater-warning systems, and even
the presentation of the owner’s manual in a
faux-leather folder makes this bike feel special.

It’s comfortable, performs delightfully and
is very capable. The longer I lived with it the
more [ enjoyed its unusual lines and look. Most
importantly, it made me very, very happy. HD

LUTSEBOLTS

[GENERAL |
MODEL 2014 H-D Road Glide
OWNER Justin Chisholm
BUILDER Trooper Lu's Garage

[ENGINE |
TYPE 2014 H-D Road Glide
CAPACITY 103ci
CAM SE-255
TUNER PCV
INTAKE SE
AIR CLEANER SE
EXHAUST TBR 2-into-1
TYPE 6-speed
PRIMARY COVER H-D

| WHEELS & TYRES |
RIMS H-D SE Agitator
TYRES Pirelli Night Dragon

[FRAME |
TYPE 2014 H-D Roadglide
FAIRING STABILISER Santoro Fabworx
CENTRE STAND Genuine H-D

MODIFICATIONS

Alloy Art chassis stabiliser for rear
engine mount. Santoro Fabworx with
Cadillac skateboard wheels for crash
protection

FRONT SUSPENSION

UPPER TRIPLE CLAMP Kraus
INNER LEGS  Titanium Nitride coated
INTERNALS  GP Racing cartridge kit
CALIPERS Tovin Dot *

CALIPE .‘.0 BE UPDATED

ROTORS
BRAKEL Braided

SWINGARM Alloy Art billet aluminium
SHocks Twin Ohlins, remote reservoirs
REAR DRIVE Alloy Art cush drive

CALIPER Brembo 4-piston
CALIPER ADAPTOR Kraus
ROTOR Craft oversize, floating
BRAKE LINES Braided
[CONTROLS |
BARS Fly, 1% to 1"
RISERS & GAUGE POD Kraus
SWITCHGEAR H-D
LEVERS Fat Bob
GRIPS SE
MIRRORS Kuryakyn
SEAT Saddlemen Step-up
FOOTBOARDS Kraus

GEAR SHIFTER  Thrashin’ Supply Co
BRAKE PEDAL  Thrashin’ Supply Co
MC COVER Thrashin’ Supply Co
SCREEN Low, tinted
AERIAL  Remote, | still need a stereo

F GUARD H-D Road Glide
R GUARD H-D Road Glide
FUEL TANK H-D Road Glide
OIL TANK H-D Road Glide

PAINTER Sydney Custom Spraypainting
BADGE Softail Slim, painted

CETR7TRY 69




